Bi-quarterly Journal of Political Knowledge, Research Article
Vol.16, No.1, (Serial 31), Spring & Summer 2020

Discourse analysis of the Ayatollah Khamenei on Sunni

Hamid Houshangi” Received: 2019/11/30
Accepted: 2020/02/05

Islamic Republic of Iran is one of the countries with religious diversity. There are
different approaches to religious diversity in Iran. Some scholars have identified this
diversity as a threat and others have seen it as opportunity. According to foundations
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, religious diversity is an opportunity for interacting
with the Islamic World, but this diversity may serve as a platform for exerting
pressure on foreigners. Utilizing the capacities of religious diversity, requires proper
policy making. Policy making has many stages; and understanding policy discourse
is one of the key stages in policy design. Analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei’s
discourse is necessary for entering to a proper policy for Iran. To achieve this goal,
Practical Discourse Analysis Method (PDAM) has been used. In this paper, three
stages of description, interpretation and explanation are performed based on 5
dimensions analysis of the statistical population sample layers (from level to depth).
Discourse analysis of the Supreme Leader shows that the core of Ayatollahs
Khamenei’s discourse is: Unity of Islamic Ummah and confronting the Dominion
System. Other components are: rejection of discriminatory religious views, the
preservation of unity, and recognize the Sunnis as our brothers.

Keywords: Discourse, Dominion system, Islamic Ummah, Islamic World, PDAM,
Seyed Ali Khamenei, Sunni, Supreme Leader, Unity.
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